R Veteran Assistance Commission
| of Will County

2400 Glenwood Ave. Ste 110 Joliet, [L 60432
Ph: {815)740-3389 Fax: (815)740-4329

UETERAKS ASSISTANCE

o C O M IS BT O N e

13 Dec 2022 Full Commission Meeting
826 Horseshoe Dr, Joliet, IL 60435

L Call to Order: Lou Smith/Janet Blue
. Pledge of Allegiance All
1R Invocation: lim Claussen
Iv. Roil Call: AnnaMarie Deneen
VAC Commission
Post Delegate/Alternate Present Absent Fxcused
AL 2000 Mokena
AL 1977 New Lenox
AL 1291 Crete
AL 1200 Monee D: Janet Blue {3yr Member) X
A: David Batzek
AL 1080 Joliet D: Thomas Horn X
A: Gary Stieg
AL 935 Manhattan D: Robert Angone X
’ A: John Kestle
AL 521 Steger D: loey Smith X
A: Robert Welch !
AL 392 Peotone D: Bobh Krueger X
A: Rick Bolanowski
AL 241 Joliet Buffalo Soldiers | Dt John Gavin X
AL 191 Wilmington D: Ken Watt X
AL 52 Romeoville D: Stephen Benicke X
A: Steven Daley
AL 39 Braidwood D: Dale Fraher X
A: James Chappel
AL 18 Lockport D: Mike Meyers X
. A:Tom Jost
AL 13 Plainfield D: James Castaneda X
A: Raj Pillai
Al 1288 Bolingbrook D: Larry Shaver X
A: Herschel Nelson
AL Post 5 Harwood | D: Joseph Kelley X
A: Gary Califello




VFW 9545 New Lencx D: Clarke Christiansen
A: Donald Ibarra
VFW 8283 Steger
VFW 5917 Bolinghrook D: John Bavin
A: Larry Shaver
VFW 5815 Lemont D: Kenneth Griffin
VFW 5788 Lockport D: Keith Carberry
A: Ernest Errico
VFW 5422 Wilmington D: lennifer Piehl
‘ A: Wally Wink
VFW 2199 loliet Stone City D: Kevin Pomykala
A: Ron Adamski
VFW 1493 Frankfort D: Amanda Koch
A: Daniel Koch
VFW 725 Mokena D: James Hogan X
VFW 367 Joliet Cantigny D: Jim Clausen
A: Lou Smith
Judge Advocate Lisa McGlasson

Quorum: Delegate/Alternates 15 Present

Janet Blue: Motion to advance old business to before new business.
First: Griffin
Second: Bennicke

Discussion: Clark Christianson states intent to make future motions regarding election,
establishing bylaw committee, elect president pro-temp.

Discussion: Robert Angone states support for keeping to the agenda as written

Discussion: Blue states reasoning for moving old business before new business

Roll Call Vote:
VAC Commission
Post Delegate/Alternate Yes No Abstained

AL 1200 Monee D: Janet Blue (3yr Member)

A: David Batzek -
AL 1080 Joliet B: Thomas Horn

A Gary Stieg

X

AL 935 Manhattan

D: Robert Angone
A; John Kestle

Al 521 Steger D: loey Smith
A: Robert Welch
AL 191 Wilmington D: Ken Watts

AL 52 Romeoville

D: Stephen Benicke
A: Steven Daley




AL 18 Lockport

L: Mike Meyers
A: Tom Jost

AL 13 Plainfield

D: James Castaneda

A: Raj Pillai
AL Post 5 Harwood D: Joseph Kelley
A: Gary Califello
VEW 5545 New Lenox D: Clarke Christiansen
A: Donald tbarra
VFW 5917 Bolingbrook D: Jehn Davin
A: Larry Shaver
VFW 5819 Lemoent D: Keaneth Griffin
VFW 5788 Lockport D: Keith Carberry
A: Ernest Errico
VFW 5422 Wilmingion D: Jennifer Piehi
A: Wally Wink
VFW 14932 Frankfort D: Amanda Koch
A: Daniel Koch
VFW 367 Joliet Cantigny D: lim Clausen
A: Lou Smith
Motion Passes
YES: 9 NO:7
V. Introduction of Guests and/or First Time Attendees:

Ken Griffin, Delegate: Lemont VFW Post 5815
Ken Watts, Delegate: Wilmington AL Post 191
Joey Smith: Delegate AL Post 521

VL Public Comment:

John Kraft, Edgar County Watch Dogs
Raj Pallai, AL 13 Plainfield, Alternate
John Davin, VFW 591 Bolingbrook

VIl.  Minutes of Previous Meeting(s):

Koch: Motion to pass consent agenda minutes of previous meetings items A-J.
Second: Ken Griffin

Roll Call vote.

VAC Commission

Post Delegate/Alternate Yes Mo Abstained




AL 1200 Monee D: Janet Blue (3yr Member)
A: David Batzek

AL 1080 loliet D; Thomas Horn
A: Gary Stieg
Al 935 Manhatifan D: Robert Angone

A: John Kestle

Al 521 Steger D; Joey Smith
A: Robert Welch

AL 191 Wilmington : Ken Watts

: Stephen Benifke
: Steven Daley

AL 52 Romeoville

: Mike Meyers
Tom Jost

AL 18 Lockport

+ James Castaneda
: Raj Pillai

AL 13 Plainfield

: Joseph Keiley
: Gary Califelfo

AL Post 5 Harwood

: Clarke Christiansen
: Donald tharra

VFW 9545 New Lenox

John Davin
: Larry Shaver

VEFW 5917 Bolingbrook

VFW 5819 Lemont : Kenneth Griffin

: Keith Carberry
: Ernest Errico

VFW 5788 Lockport

VFW 5422 Wilmington : Jennifer Piehl

rorolrolrololro|re >ylrglrolrolo

: Wally Wink
VFW 1493 Frankfort : Amanda Koch

: Daniel Koch
VFW 367 Joliet Cantigny 2 Jim Clausen

: Lou Smith

Motion Passes-Unanimously

A. Full Commission Meting 14 Jun 2022

B. Executive Meeting 12 Jul 2022

C. Special Exe'cutive Meeting 4 Aug 2022
D. Executive Meeting 9 Aug 2022

E. Special Executive Meeting 29 Aug 2022
F. Special Executive Meeting 1 Sep 2022
G. Full Commission Meeting 13 Sept 2022

~H. Full Commission Meeting 11 Oct 2022



I Biennial Election 14 Oct 2022

1. Full Commission Meeting 31 Oct 2022

VHI.  Superintendent Report:

A. Award Log: 2015-FY22
B Emergency Shelter Report
C. Financial Assistance Report

Motion to accept superintendent Report

First: Amanda Koch
Second: Jennifer Piehl

VAC Commission

Post Delegate/Alternate Yes No Abstained

AL 1200 Nonee D: Janet Blue (3yr Member) X
A: David Batzek ‘

AL 1080 Joliet D; Thomas Horn X
A: Gary Stieg

AL 935 Manhattan D: Rohert Angone X
A: John Kestle

AL 521 Steger D: Joey Smith X
A: Robert Welch

AL 191 Wiimington Ken Watts X

AL 52 Romeoville D: Stephen Benicke X
A: Steven Daley

AL 18 Lockport D: Mike Meyers X
A: Torm Jost .

AL 13 Plainfield D: James Castaneda X
A: Raj Piflai

Al Post 5 Harwood D: Joseph Kelley X
A: Gary Caiifello

VFW 9545 New Lenox D: Clarke Christiansen X
Az Donald Ibarra

VEW 5917 Bolingbrook | D:John Davin X
A: Larry Shaver

VFW 5819 Lemont D: Kenneth Griffin X

VFW 5788 Lockpori D: Keith Carberry X
A: Ernest Errico

VFW 5422 Wilmington | D: Jeanifer Piehl X
A: Wally Wink

VFW 1493 Frankfort D: Amanda Koch X
A: Daniel Koch

VFW 367 Joliet D: Jim Clausen X

Cantigny A: Lou Smith




Motion passes
IX. New Business
A. Establish Hiring Committee for Superintendent

Motion to establish a hiring committee for the Superintendent
First: Steve Benicke
Second: Amanda Koch

Hiring Committee: Raj Pallai, Amanda Koch, Robert Angone, Janet Blue

VAC Commission

Post Delegate/Alternate Yes No Abstained

AL 1200 Monee D: Janet Blue (3yr Member) X
A: David Batzek

Al 1080 Ioliet | D; Thomas Horn X
A: Gary Stieg

AL 935 Manhattan D: Robert Angone X

X A: John Kestle

AL 521 Steger D: Joey Smith X
A: Robert Welch

Al 191 Wilmington Ken Watts X

Al 52 Romeoville D: Stephen Benicke X

. A: Steven Daley

Al 18 Lockport D: Mike Meyers X
A: Tom Jost

Al 13 Plainfield D: James Castaneda X
A: Raj Pillai

AL Post 5 Harwood D: Joseph Kelley X
A: Gary Califelio

VFW 9545 New Lenox D: Clarke Christiansen X
A: Donald tbarra

VFW 5917 Bolingbrook’ D: John Davin X
A: Larry Shaver

VFW 5819 Lemont D: Kenneth Griffin X

VFW 5788 Lockport D Keith Carberry X
A: Ernest Errico

VFW 5422 Wilmington D: Jennifer Piehl X
A: Wally Wink

VFW 1493 Frankfort D: Amanda Koch X
A: Daniel Koch

VFW 367 Joliet Cantigny D: Jim Clausen X
A: Lou Smith

Motion Passes unanimously

B. Establish By-Law Review Committee




Motion to establish a By-Law Review Committee

First: Amanda Koch

Second: Clarke Christianson

By-Law Review Committee

Clarke Christianson

Amanda Koch
Ken Griffin

Steve Benicke
Jennifer Piehl

- Bobby Welch
Robert Angone
VAC Commission
Post Delegate/Alternate Yes No Ahstained

AL 1200 Monee

D: Janet Blue (3yr Member}
A: David Batzek

AL 1080 Johiet

B; Thomas Horn
A: Gary Stieg

AL 935 Manhattan

D: Robert Angone
A: John Kestle

AL 521 Steger D: Joey Smith.
A: Robert Welch
AL 191 Wilmington Kens Watts

AL 52 Romeoviile

D: Stephen Benicke
A: Steven Daley

AL 18 Lockport

D: Mike Meyers
A; Tom Jost

AL 13 Plainfield

: Jamaes Castaneda
: Raj Pillai

AL Post 5 Harwood

: Joseph Keiley
: Gary Catifello

VFW 9545 New Lenox

: Clarke Christiansen
: Donald Ibarra

VFW 5917 Bolingbrook

: John Davin
: Larry Shaver

VFW 5819 Lemont

: Kenneth Griffin

VFW 5788 Lockport

: Keith Carberry
: Ernest Errico

VFW 5422 Wilmington

: Jennifer Piehl
: Wally Wink
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VFW 1493 Frankfort

D: Amanda Koch
A: Daniel Koch

VFW 367 Joliet Cantigny

D: Jim Clausen
A: Lot Smith

Motion passes unanimously.




C. Approve Attorney Invoices for Payment

Motion to approve attorney invoices for payment
First: Mike Myers
Second: Amanda Koch

Discussion: Assistant Superintendent Jen Solum clarifies details regarding outstanding invoices
and invoices that have already been paid, and the process of transferring money.

VAC Comrission

Post Delegate/Alternate Yes No Abstained

AL 1200 Monee D: lanet Blue {3yr Member} X
A: David Batzek

AL 1080 Joliet D; Thamas Horn X
A Gary Stieg

Al 935 Manhattan D: Robert Angone X
A: John Kestle

AL 521 Steger B: Joey Smith X
A: Robert Welch

AL 191 Wilmington Ken Watts X

AL 52 Romeoville D: Stephen Benicke X

. A: Steven Daley

Al 18 Lockport b: Mike Meyers X
A: Tom Jost

AL 13 Plainfield D: James Castaneda X

. A: Raj Pillai

Al Post 5 Harwood D: Joseph Kelley X
A: Gary Califello

VFW 9545 New Lenox D Clarke Christiansen X
A: Donald tbarra

VFW 5917 Bolingbrook D: John Davin X
A: Larry Shaver

VFW 5819 Lemont D: Kenneth Griffin X

VFW 5788 Lockport D: Keith Carberry X
A: Ernest Errico

VEW 5422 Wilmingion D: Jennifer Piehl X
A: Wally Wink

VFW 1493 Frankfort D: Amanda Koch X
A: Daniel Koch

VFW 367 foliet Cantigny D: Jim Clausen X
A: Lou Smith

Motion to amend the transfer of funds to $70,000.00
First: Koch
Second: inaudible

VAC Commission

Post I Delegate/Alternate Yes No . | Abstained




AL 1200 Monee

D:

lanet Blue {3yr Member)

A; David Batzek
AL 1080 joliet D; Thomas Horn
A: Gary Stieg
AL 835 Manhattan D: Robert Angone

A: John Kestle

AL 521 Steger D: Joey Smith

A: Robert Welch
AL 191 Wilmington Ken Watts
AL 52 Romeoville D: Stephen Benicke

A: Steven Daley
AL 18 Lockport D: Mike Meyers
A; Tom lost
AL 13 Plainfield D: James Castaneda
A: Raj Pillai
AL Post 5 Harwood D: Joseph Kelley
A: Gary Califelio
-| VFW 9545 New Lenox D: Clarke Christiansen
A: Donald |barra
VFEW 5917 Bolingbrook D: John Davin
A: Larry Shaver
VFW 5819 Lemont D Kenneth Griffin
VEW 5788 Lockport D: Keith Carberry
A: Ernest Errico
VFW 5422 Wilmington D: lennifer Pieht
A: Wally Wink
VEW 1493 Frankfort D: Amandz Koch
A: Daniel Koch
VFW 367 Joliet Cantigny D: Jim Clausen
A: Lou Smith

Motion passes unanimously

Motion to move $70, 000 from salary to professional services fund

First: Koch

Second: Benicke

Rolf call vote
. VAC Comimission
Post Delegate/Alternate Yes No Abstained
AL 1200 Monee D: Janet Blue (3yr Member)
A: David Batzek
AL 1080 Joliet D; Thomas Horn
A: Gary Stieg
AL 935 Manhattan D: Robert Angone
A: Iohn Kestle
AL 521 Steger D: Joey Smith




A: Robert Welch

AL 191 Wilmington . Ken Watts

AL 52 Romeoville D: Stephen Benicke
A: Steven Daley

Al 18 Lockport D: Mike Meyers
A:Tom Jost

Al 13 Plainfield D: James Castaneda
A: Raj Pillai

AL Post 5 Harwood D: loseph Kelley
A: Gary Califelio

VFW 9545 New Lenox D: Clarke Christiansen
A: Donald tbarra

VFW 5917 Bolingbrook D: John Davin
A: Larry Shaver

VFW 5819 Lemont D: Kenneth Griffin

VFW 5788 Lockport D: Keith Carberry
A: Ernest Errico

VFW 5422 Wilmington D: Jennifer Piehl
A Wally Wink

VFW 1493 Frankfort D: Amanda Koch X
A: Danief Koch

VFW 367 Joliet Cantigny D: Jim Clausen X
A: Lou Smith

Motion passes unanimously
D. 2023 Delegate Forms

Discussion delegate forms must be completed and returned to the Will County VAC no later
than March 1, 2023

E. 2023 Commission Meeting Dates & Locations

Mike Myers offered to host the January 10, 2023 meeting at his location
Lockport American Legion Post 18

Koch: Asks if there will be a special meeting for Governor’s report

Solum: discussion regarding remote attendance

- Pillai: asks if MVAA Requires board approval for Governor’s report

Solum: confirms that it is not required by MVAA

Koch: confirms that while it is best practice for board to vote on Governor’s report if it is not

hecessary, it is acceptable
Blue: discusses remote approval. Also states that if approva! is not necessary, we can send the

report to the full commission for review before submission
Dominick: confirms that if it is presented to the board for review and there is no discussion, it

would not be an OMA violation



Christiansen: confirms expectation that the report will be prepared in time for Becember
January meeting next month.

F. Approve Automatic IPass Replenishment

Motion to approve Automatic IPass Replenishment be ongoing
First: Koch

Second: Benicke

Roll Call Vote

VAC Comimnission

Post

Delegate/Alternate

Yes

No

Abstained

Al 1200 Monee

D: Janet Blue (3yr Member}
A: David Batzek

AL 1080 Joliet

D; Thomas Horn
A: Gary Stieg

AL 935 Manhattan

D: Robert Angone
A: John Kestle

AL 521 Steger D: Joey Smith
A: Robert Welch
AL 191 Wilmington Ken Watts

Al 52 Romeoviile

D: Stephen Benicke
A: Steven Daley

AL 18 Lockport

D: Mike Meyers
A:Tom Jost

AL 13 Plainfield

: James Castaneda
: Raj Pillai

AL Post 5 Harwood

: Joseph Kelley
: Gary Califello

VEW 9545 New Lenox

: Clarke Christiansen
: Donald lbarra

VFW 5917 Bolingbrook

: John Davin
: Larry Shaver

VFW 5819 Lemont

: Kenneth Griffin

VFW 5788 Lockport

: Kelth Carberry
: Ernest Errico

VFW 5422 Wilmington

: Jennifer pieh!
: Wally Wink

VFW 1493 Frankfort

: Amanda Koch
: Daniel Koch

VFW 367 Joliet Cantigny

: Jim Clausen
: Lou Smith

PO OO0 P00 0 >0 >0 >0

Motion Passes unanimously

X. Old Business:




A, Approve Peterson, Johnson & Murray as the Executive Board's attorneys, retroactive to
August 4, 2022,

Motion to appoint Peterson, Johnson & Murray as the Executive Board attorneys,

-retroactive to August 4, 2022,
First: Griffin
Second: Koch

Discussion: Pillai: States the intent of the lawsuit was not for the taxpayers to pay

Dominick: Law firm representing board in lawsuit is separate from representation of the board
at meetings.

Angone: states that Law firm is representing VAC executive board
Dominick: He is present to advise board on proper procedures during meeting, not investigate.

John Kraft: Asked why Dominick is not representing full commission, not exclusively Executive
Board

Angone: requests clarification for who Law firm is representing: Full commission or Executive
Board '

Griffin Motion to amend Motion to appoint Peterson, Johnson & Murray as attorneys for the
Commission retroactive to August 4, 2022,
Second: Koch

VAC Commission

Post Delegate/Alternate Yes No - Abstained
| AL 1200 Manee D: Janet Blue (3yr Member) X
-] A: David Batzek
AL 1080 Joliex D; Thomas Horn X
) A: Gary Stieg
AL 935 Manhattan D: Robert Angone X
) A: John Kestle
AL 521 Steger D: Joey Smith X
A: Robert Welch
AL 191 Wilmington Ken Watts X
AL 52 Romeoville ' D: Stephen Benicke X
A: Steven Daley
Al 18 Lockport D: Mike Meyers X
A: Tom Jost
AL 13 Plainfield D: James Castaneda X
A: Raj Pillai
AL Post 5 Harwood D: Joseph Kelley X

A: Gary Califello




VEW 9545 New Lenox D Clarke Christiansen

A; Donald tbarrs
VEW 5917 Bolingbrock D John Davin

A: Larry Shaver
VFW 5818 Lemont D: Kenneth Griffin
VFW 5788 Lockport D: Keith Carberry

A: Ernest Errica
VFW 5422 Wilmington D: Jennifer Piehl

A: Wally Wink
VFW 1493 Frankfort D: Amanda Koch

A: Daniel Koch
VFW 367 Joliet Cantigny D: Jim Clausen

A: Lou Smith

Motion Passes: unanimously

Motion to approve amended Mation to appoint Peterson, Johnson & Murray as the full
commission attorneys retroactive to August 4, 2022.

First; Steve Benicke
Second: Ken Griffin

VAC Commission
Post Delegate/Alternate Yes No Abstained
D: Janet Blue (3yr Member) X

AL 1200 Monee

A:; bavid Batzek

AL 1080 Jaliet

9; Thomas Horn
A: Gary Stieg

AL 935 Manhattan

D: Robert Angone
A: lohn Kestle

AL 521 Steger D: Joey Smith
A: Robert Welch
AL 191 Wilmington Ken Watts

AL 52 Romeoville

D: Stephen Benicke
A: Steven Daley

AL 18 Lockport

D: Mike Meyers
A: Tom Jost

AL 13 Plainfield

D: James Castaneda
A: Raj Pillai

AL Post 5 Harwood

D: Joseph Kelley
A: Gary Califello

VFW 9545 New Lenox

D: Clarke Christiansen
A: Donald Ibarra

VFW 5917 Bolingbrook

D John Davin
A: Larry Shaver

VFW 5819 Lemont

. D: Kenneth Griffin




VFW 5788 Lockport D: Keith Carberry X
A: Ernest Errico

VFW 5422 Wilmington D: Jennifer Piehl X
A: Wally Wink

VEW 1493 Frankfort D: Amanda Koch X
A: Daniel Koch

VFW 367 Joliet Cantigny D: jim Clausen X
A: Lou Smith

Motion Passes unanimously

B. Nominations and Elections: Per October 14 meeting, due to extenuating circumstances,
both elections and nominations will be held during one meeting. Each nominee will be given
two minutes to speak prior to election if they would like to. Nominations will be followed
immediately by corresponding election before moving on to the next officer.

Koch: Motion to open Elections
Second: Griffin

Christiansen: Superseding Motion to postpone the nomination and election until March 1, 2023
or until bylaws are rewritten, and approved whichever comes first.
Second: Amanda Koch

Discussion: Meyers: states election support for election tonight with new election in March
Christiansen: Intent of the motion is to stop the elections until after Bylaws have been

reviewed.

Blue: states that serving Veterans is top priority

Christiansen: states it is more important to correct bylaws first

Pihl: states that Executive board is not necessary for services to continue in office
Blue: states not electing executive board would impose undue hardship on staff

VAC Commission

Past Delegate/Alternate Yes No Abstained
AL 1200 Monee D: Janet Blue (3yr Member) X
. A: David Batzek
AL 1080 Joliet D; Thomas Horn X
A: Gary Stieg
AL 935 Manhattan D: Robert Angone X
A: John Kestle
AL 521 Steger D: Joey Smith X
. A: Robert Welch
AL 131 Wilmington Ken Watts X
AL 52 Romeoville D: Stephen Benicke X
A: Steven Daley
AL 18 Lockport D: Mike Meyers X
A: Tom Jost
AL 13 Plainfield D: James Castaneda X

A: Raj Pillai




AL Post 5 Harwood D: Joseph Kelley X
A: Gary Califello
VFW 9545 New Lenox D: Clarke Christiansen X
A: Donald Ibarra
VFW 5917 Bolingbroak D: Johrs Davin X
A Larry Shaver
VFW 5819 Lemont D: Kenneth Griffin X
VFW 5788 Lockport D: Keith Carberry X
A: Ernest Errico
VFW 5422 Wilmington D: lennifer Piehl X
A: Wally Wink
VFW 1493 Frankfort D: Amanda Koch X
A: Daniel Koch
VFW 367 loliet Cantigny D; Km Clausen X
A: Lou Smith
Motion passes
YES: 15 NG: 1
Xl For Good of the Commission:
A. Recurring outreach: Any Post that would like a V50 to come to their post each month,

please contact a one of our VSO's to set up a time and date.

Orland Park Vet Center — Every Tuesday
Peotone American Legion — Third Thursday from Noon untif 8pm

Manhattan Breakfast — second Monday from 7 —8:30
Vet Center Counselors at VAC Mon - Thu
Housing Wednesday every week

SRR

Village Woods Fish Fry —Nov 10

VACWC Veterans Day Breakfast — Nov 11

Manhattan Veterans Day Dinner — Nov 11

Romeoville AL post 52 Thanksgiving Luncheon — Nov 19

mon®

Xll.  Adjournment:

Motion to Adjourn.
First: Koch
Second: Griffin
Voice: Unanimous







